[Myoclonic encephalopathy (Kinsbourne syndrome)].
Three children with myoclonic encephalopathy (Kinsbourne's disease) are described, in which one of them was shown to have ganglioneuroblastoma. Symptoms were opsoclonus, polymyoclonia of the striated muscles and cerebellar ataxia. Treatment consisted in corticosteroids and adrenocorticotropic hormone respectively in all patients, the patient with ganglioneuroblastoma also had a resection of the tumor. All patients responded to therapy, however recurrence of myoclonia and of the opsoclonus were seen after discontinuation or reduction of the corticosteroid dose, as well as following the course of intercurrent viral infections. Neurologic symptoms eventually disappeared after 3 1/2-5 1/2 years, however in two children behavioural abnormalities and disorders of speech and cognitive development remained.